
SEXUAL RIGHTs
Consenting individuals have the right to 
private choice in sexual activity.

We support the repeal of all laws and policies 
which are intended to condemn, affirm, 
encourage, or deny sexual lifestyles or any 
attitudes about such lifestyles. Further, we 
oppose any government attempts to dictate, 
prohibit, control, or encourage any private 
lifestyle, living arrangement, or contractual 
relationship.

Who or how many somebody loves is none of 
the government's business.

We support separation of marriage and state. 
Government marriage license regimes were 
introduced as tools of control like any other 
license, and therefore we call for their 
immediate abolition. No free individual 
should be expected to obtain a "permission 
slip" from the state in order to marry.

We support the repeal of all laws prohibiting 
or regulating sex work including prostitution, 
whether practiced by individuals or in the 
form of businesses such as those operating 
brothels, massage parlors, or other facilities.

SElF-OWNERShip, 
FREEDOM, AND 

RESPONSIBILITY
Individuals own their bodies and have rights 
over them that other individuals, groups, and 
governments may not violate. Individuals 
have the freedom and responsibility to decide 
what they knowingly and voluntarily consume, 
and what risks they accept to their own 
health, finances, safety, or life, provided those 
choices do not violate the rights of others.

PROTECTION OF PRIVACY
The individual's right to privacy must not be 
infringed. Governments must not use 
electronic or other means of covert 
surveillance of an individual's actions or 
private property without the express consent 
of the owner or occupant. Correspondence, 
financial transactions and records, medical 
records, legal records, employment records, 
and the like must not be open to review 
without the express consent of all parties 
involved in those actions.

We support the natural rights of individuals to 
be secure in their persons and property 
against unreasonable searches and seizures 
and oppose any government use of search 
warrants to examine or seize materials 
belonging to innocent third parties. We also 
oppose and call for the abolition of police 
roadblocks and practices of testing drivers 
for intoxicants, stopping mass transit 
vehicles and searching passengers, and Terry 
stops (also called "stop-and-frisk") in the 
absence of probable cause.

All federal, state, local, and other government 
compilations of data must be conducted only 
with the express consent of the persons from 
whom the data is sought. To this end, we call 
for the abolition of the National Security 
Agency and any other agencies that conduct 
unwarranted mass surveillance; the abolition 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, 
which rubber-stamps secret warrants that 
can't be challenged; and the abolition of the 
USA PATRIOT Act, USA FREEDOM Act, Alien 
and Sedition Acts, Espionage Act, and any 
other legislation, executive orders, or 
regulations which authorize violations of 
rights.

We support the rights of people to develop, 
sell, and use encryption technology and 
distributed software that allows users to 
protect their privacy. Specifically, we oppose 
any requirement for disclosure of encryption 
methods or keys ("back doors") and any 

requirement for use of government-
specified devices or protocols. We also 
oppose government classification of civilian 
research on encryption methods, and we 
oppose any attempts to regulate virtual 
currencies.

When government agencies violate privacy 
rights, people who are knowledgeable of 
these violations have a duty to inform the 
public. To that end, we support protections 
for whistleblowers and oppose efforts to 
charge whistleblowers with espionage for 
exposing governmental wrongdoing.

If a private employer screens prospective or 
current employees for drugs or medical 
conditions, that is a term of that employee's 
labor contract with the employer. Such 
screening does not violate the rights of 
employees, who have the right to boycott 
such employers if they choose. Private 
contractual arrangements, including labor 
contracts, must be founded on mutual 
consent and agreement in a society that 
upholds freedom of association. We oppose 
any use of such screening by government; 
we also oppose mandating it of private 
employers.

We oppose the requirement to possess an 
identity card, for any purpose, such as 
employment, voting, or border crossing, and 
call upon the Congress to repeal REAL ID 
which in effect creates a national 
identification system.

We further oppose the nearly universal 
requirement for use of Social Security 
number(s) as personal identification codes, 
whether by government agencies or by 
intimidation of private companies by 
governments.end 



FREEDOM TO 
BE YOU

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
We, the members of the Libertarian Party, 
challenge the cult of the omnipotent state and 
defend the rights of the individual.

We hold that all individuals have the right to 
exercise sole dominion over their own lives, and 
have the right to live in whatever manner they 
choose, so long as they do not forcibly interfere 
with the equal right of others to live in whatever 
manner they choose.

Governments throughout history have regularly 
operated on the opposite principle, that the State 
has the right to dispose of the lives of individuals 
and the fruits of their labor. Even within the 
United States, all political parties other than our 
own grant to government the right to regulate the 
lives of individuals and seize the fruits of their 
labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right of any 
government to do these things, and hold that 
where governments exist, they must not violate 
the rights of any individual; namely, (1) the right 
to life – accordingly we support prohibition of the 
initiation of physical force against others; (2) the 
right to liberty of speech and action – accordingly 
we oppose all attempts by government to abridge 
the freedom of speech and press, as well as 
government censorship in any form; and (3) the 
right to property – accordingly we oppose all 
government interference with private property, 
such as confiscation, nationalization, and 
eminent domain, and support the prohibition of 
robbery, trespass, fraud, and misrepresentation.

Since governments, when instituted, must not 
violate individual rights, we oppose all 
interference by government in the areas of 
voluntary and contractual relations among 
individuals. People should not be forced to 
sacrifice their lives and property for the benefit of 
others. They should be left free by government to 
deal with one another as free traders; and the 
resultant economic system, the only one 
compatible with the protection of individual 
rights, is the free market.

The Libertarian Party was founded as a 
radically different alternative to the old, 
established political parties.

We don't pick our positions on issues 
based on polls.

As The Party of Principle, we base 
them on a consistent framework of 
ideas.

Help promote our ideas and our 
candidates by getting involved in the 
Libertarian Party today!

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

LP.ORG
800-ELECT-US
YOUR STATE AFFILIATE

LP.org/states
For libertarian perspectives on the 
issues see the LPRC Platform at

http://LPRadicalCaucus.org/platform
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