
The War on Drugs
The so-called "War on Drugs" is in 
reality a war on people. We deplore 
the suffering that drug misuse has 
brought about; however, drug 
prohibition is more dangerous than 
drugs themselves and comes with a 
staggering cost in both money and 
human lives. The War on Drugs is a 
grave threat to individual liberty, to 
domestic order, and to peace in the 
world; furthermore, it has provided a 
rationale by which the power of the 
state has been expanded to restrict 
greatly our right to privacy and to be 
secure in our homes.

While we do not advocate drug 
misuse, we are in favor of 
alternative solutions that do not 
increase the power of the state. 

Additionally, we favor the 
elimination of all laws establishing 
criminal or civil penalties for the use 
of drugs, and the abolition of 
bureaucracies like the Drug 
Enforcement Agency.

Alcohol fits the definition of a drug 
just as much as any other drug, legal 
or illegal, but gets a free pass and is 
widely promoted, sold, and 
consumed. Big Alcohol, in bed with 
big government, not only shuts out 
competition from other drugs but 
makes government inconsistent and 
hypocritical as to who gets locked 
into a cage for their choice of 
recreational substances.

Many states have recently legalized 

recreational marijuana. However it is 
heavily regulated and highly taxed. 
Some sales at marijuana stores are 
ultimately taxed over 70%. So now 
marijuana is being relied upon to 
support the same governments 
which label it as a "gateway drug". 
The fact that marijuana is now legal 
in some situations but illegal in 
other situations, within the same 
state, makes it very hard for users to 
navigate the system legally – 
another reason why we favor the 
elimination of all laws establishing 
criminal or civil penalties for the use 
of drugs.

Criminal and Civil Laws
We hold that any action which does 
not infringe on the rights of others 
cannot properly be deemed a crime 
or civil violation and believe that 
individuals retain the right to 
voluntarily assume risk of harm to 
themselves. We therefore favor the 
repeal of all laws that create 
penalties without actual victims. In 
particular, we advocate:

a. The repeal of all laws prohibiting 
the production, sale, possession, or 
use of drugs and alcohol, and of all 
medicinal prescription requirements 
for the purchase of vitamins, drugs, 
and similar substances and call for 
the abolition of any agencies that 
exist to enforce any of these 
restrictions including the Drug 
Enforcement Agency and the Food 

and Drug Administration;

b. The repeal of all laws regarding 
consensual sexual relations, 
including prostitution and 
solicitation;

c. The repeal of all laws regulating 
or prohibiting gambling; 

d. The repeal of all laws interfering 
with the right to commit suicide as 
infringements of the ultimate right 
of individuals to their own lives; 
and

We demand the pardon and 
exoneration of everyone who has 
been convicted solely for these 
"crimes." We condemn the 
confiscation of property via civil 
asset forfeiture that all too often 
accompanies police raids, 
searches, and prosecutions for 
victimless crimes.
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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
We, the members of the Libertarian Party, 
challenge the cult of the omnipotent state and 
defend the rights of the individual.

We hold that all individuals have the right to 
exercise sole dominion over their own lives, and 
have the right to live in whatever manner they 
choose, so long as they do not forcibly interfere 
with the equal right of others to live in whatever 
manner they choose.

Governments throughout history have regularly 
operated on the opposite principle, that the State 
has the right to dispose of the lives of individuals 
and the fruits of their labor. Even within the 
United States, all political parties other than our 
own grant to government the right to regulate the 
lives of individuals and seize the fruits of their 
labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right of any 
government to do these things, and hold that 
where governments exist, they must not violate 
the rights of any individual; namely, (1) the right 
to life – accordingly we support prohibition of the 
initiation of physical force against others; (2) the 
right to liberty of speech and action – accordingly 
we oppose all attempts by government to abridge 
the freedom of speech and press, as well as 
government censorship in any form; and (3) the 
right to property – accordingly we oppose all 
government interference with private property, 
such as confiscation, nationalization, and 
eminent domain, and support the prohibition of 
robbery, trespass, fraud, and misrepresentation.

Since governments, when instituted, must not 
violate individual rights, we oppose all 
interference by government in the areas of 
voluntary and contractual relations among 
individuals. People should not be forced to 
sacrifice their lives and property for the benefit of 
others. They should be left free by government to 
deal with one another as free traders; and the 
resultant economic system, the only one 
compatible with the protection of individual 
rights, is the free market.

The Libertarian Party was founded as a 
radically different alternative to the old, 
established political parties.

We don't pick our positions on issues 
based on polls.

As The Party of Principle, we base 
them on a consistent framework of 
ideas.

Help promote our ideas and our 
candidates by getting involved in the 
Libertarian Party today!

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
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For libertarian perspectives on the 
issues see the LPRC Platform at

http://LPRadicalCaucus.org/platform
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